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➜ AP Exam Details

➜ ThinkCERCA AP Course Resources

➜ Next Steps
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Build a strong 
foundation in critical 
reading, writing, and 
analytical skills.

Time Management

Development of 
time management 
and study skills.

Academic Profile

Demonstrate to 
colleges a willingness 
to challenge oneself 
and handle advanced 
coursework.

Benefits of Taking AP English 
Language and Composition

Skill DevelopmentEarn College Credit

Potential for earning 
college credit through 
successful exam 
performance.



Overview of AP English Language and 
Composition 

➔ College Board reports that this is the most popular course with 
approximately 600,000 students taking the exam in 2024.

➔ AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the 
development and revision of evidence-based analytic and 
argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the 
decisions writers make as they compose and revise. 

➔ Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their 
arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements and 
their effects in nonfiction texts—including images as forms of text—from 
a range of disciplines and historical periods. 



AP English Language and Composition 
Exam Structure 



What Does ThinkCERCA Enable Teachers to Provide?
Summary of Partnership 

College Board approached ThinkCERCA with this context

In 2020, 1 million students took exams in the following AP courses: English Language and 
Composition, Human Geography, and World History: Modern. Of that total, 643,000 students 
(60.9%) earned a 3 or higher, while the remaining 413,000 (39.1%) earned a 1 or 2. 

How can we better support this significant number of lower-performing students?

How the work started: 

● College Board provided a map of skills and knowledge (specific to AP English 
Language) that will best support student success course goals.

● ThinkCERCA responded by sharing previous efficacy research, reviewed by CB’s 
Learning Engineering team, to support a recommendation to move a partnership 
forward.

● ThinkCERCA began planning a set of resources aligned to courses using their proven 
model. 
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https://www.mindmeister.com/2158937274?t=Hf4n631VnZ


Close Reading & Writing Process
All Online Aspects of ThinkCERCA’s Lessons Are Available for Asynchronous Use

Direct Instruction: 
High Level Overview

Close Reading and Writing:
A Discussion Rich Process

Skills Practice: 
Support for Sentence Level Writing



Schoolwide Literacy Strategies
One Team, One Platform Means Every Teacher is on Every Student’s Team

Speaking and 
Listening Toolkit

Language and Style Best 
Practices Toolkit

Research Toolkit

Consistent Strategies Across Grade Levels!

Revision 
Strategies and 
Using  
Feedback from 
Human and  
Online Sources

Feedback and Revision 
Resources



ThinkCERCA AP English 
Language and Composition 

Resources



ThinkCERCA is excited to introduce new AP materials, developed in 
partnership with the College Board!

This comprehensive resource will support your students throughout the entire 
school year and includes:

➔9 Units aligned directly with the AP course and exam description
➔Teacher and Student Guides to streamline your instruction and enhance 
learning
➔Ready-made Interactive Lessons to engage students and reinforce key 
concepts
➔Writing Lessons to prepare your students for success on the AP exam
Sign Up for a Free Account Here
Review the AP English Language and Composition Scope & Sequence

https://info.thinkcerca.com/2024-ap-language?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_U_mmpe3tiwyg91YyfKYwhLnr2aJrsIrbc-yEkhJ0xkmC4_MQNWryGl3G-oLJFxkp4BR3Yo7Srf1_jJGlbmzEHIddfDw&_hsmi=322026444&utm_content=322026444&utm_source=hs_email
https://chwfg04.na1.hs-sales-engage.com/Ctc/RE+23284/chwFg04/Jks4YGXpW69t95C6lZ3kCVgd77W22rtw-W1x6WkM96680PW65Q6wd1W39t-W1VNjVM78csDzW7HTqfR2SDbrLN5BGQT7f66x4W5HPZNR1T3X37W1M5bhc5wXSbtW32GQ4x8hh1Q7VmP4Cz8LV1bvW3T3dLJ2kqWmtVzW9Bd3gVs5nVCx9ft6MnjJJW4nlTJy6dvDmsW1j0_kj39Q26RW650QGS2HcjfFW4PHTGb9dHqv7W8wChfH8r_j-NW44w6S43FQpv0VDRcq16Qpkj8W6Nv4Qs5b1X9HW2GJq5G1_3BStW7jd1-j5z4GC4W3bCKzs2brxPgW2rB9g731KYg3W6hdhVc9gbNgwW6cHZ2s24qwMdN4tK9383_Jf9N6NJYW3WDtzTW9cJJMw26gHbQW58TLYF76r3v6W901Vkj7V6nmNW44pqdV7DrmLxN69BbsfL7DP6VXm9DH613BK9W4s5w047GLM0zf8Hys7T04


Introduction to ThinkCERCA'S AP Curriculum | 2025

https://share.vidyard.com/watch/v1zyQxshoPQC9Z3oUetxzT


Scope and Sequence 
—–
This comprehensive resource will support your 
students throughout the entire school year

● 9 Units aligned directly with the AP course and exam 
description

● Each unit has 2-3 Modules that include:
○ Reading Practice, Direction Instruction, and 

Skills Lessons
○ One Module- Close Reading and Writing Lesson

● One Module that includes:
○ Close Reading and Writing Lesson

https://go.thinkcerca.com/hubfs/AP%202024%20User%20Group%20Resources/AP%20English%20Language%20and%20Composition%20Scope%20%26%20Sequence.pdf


What Does ThinkCERCA Enable Teachers to Provide?
Resources to Address Skills Gaps

Four Step Process

Direct Instruction 
Aligned to CED

See Models of How to 
Analyze and Write about 

Texts
Annotated models based on 

the mentor texts found in the 
reading practice.

Reading Practice 
with Mentor Texts

Read Exemplars of Great 
Writing

High Quality Text Exemplars

Close Reading and 
Writing Practice

Practice Close Reading 
and Writing

Authentic, scaffolded 
examples of close reading and 
writing practice mirroring AP 

reading and FRQ tasks

Skills Lessons

Interactive Rehearsals of 
Reading and  Writing 

Skills
Practice improving analysis 

and writing skills focused on 
specific aspects aligned to the 

AP exam
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Spend 3 minutes reviewing the Scope 
and Sequence paying attention to the 
following:

➔ Fully linked Table of Contents- all 
resources in one place

➔ Unit Overview (connection to course 
framework/CED)

➔ Resource Checklist
➔ Sample Pacing Guidance
➔ Resource Glossary
➔ (See a comprehensive overview of 

resources)

Let’s 
Review!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GGQSi2OsLis9dEhMqLTIgU5qZNUJty85flVFADDBojI/edit?slide=id.g36f1f882773_0_1360#slide=id.g36f1f882773_0_1360
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GGQSi2OsLis9dEhMqLTIgU5qZNUJty85flVFADDBojI/edit?slide=id.g36f1f882773_0_1360#slide=id.g36f1f882773_0_1360
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UU-IOoLWtoZnWB1BYzd_sBiFzGp02GcYzDYc7qLtdC0/edit?slide=id.g224c6111ac7_0_663#slide=id.g224c6111ac7_0_663
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UU-IOoLWtoZnWB1BYzd_sBiFzGp02GcYzDYc7qLtdC0/edit?slide=id.g224c6111ac7_0_663#slide=id.g224c6111ac7_0_663


Focus for Lesson 
Deep Dive: FRQ 

Practice



Close Reading and Writing Lesson



The Writing Prompt mirrors AP FRQ



ThinkCERCA Prompt mirrors AP FRQ



Full Close Reading 
and Writing 

Lesson Example



Close Reading and Writing 
Example

Read



Plus Quarterly ACT 
and SAT Practice!

Close Reading
Integrated Test Prep 
Strategy Instruction



Close Reading
Analyze

Close Reading Practice



Focus on Syntax Development
Integrated Syntax Instruction

Constructing and 
Deconstructing Sentences



Writing to Improve Learning
Summarize

Scaffolded Writing



Developing Writing Skills
Draft w/ (AI Feedback)



ELA RI.9-10.3

AI-Enabled Autoscoring
Rooted in Cognitive Science

AI-enabled, editable scoring



Custom Lessons Tools and Sharing
Grades 3-12

Alleviating Teacher Burden: We understand the demands placed on teachers to facilitate Tier I literacy 
instruction effectively. Our platform aims to provide differentiated support to students without increasing the 
workload for teachers.

Differentiated Support: ThinkCERCA offers tailored resources and tools to ensure that all students receive the 
individualized support they need to access and master Tier I literacy curriculum and content standards.

Alignment Recommendations: Our platform provides clear alignments with curriculum and content standards, 
offering guidance and recommendations to support teachers in integrating ThinkCERCA seamlessly into their 
instructional practices.

Sharing available for schools and districts!



Teacher Guide 

https://go.thinkcerca.com/hubfs/Sample%20AP%20Teacher%20Guide.pdf


More About Vertical 
Planning for AP and 

ACT/SAT with ThinkCERCA



Accelerate Literacy as a Team
Think A “Netflix” for Literacy to Make MTSS Doable

Core ELAR
GRADES 6-12

AI Enabled Platform (Reading Scaffolds, Automated, AI-Enabled Feedback and Scoring)

Support for Striving Readers, Students with 
Learning Differences, and ML/ELL

Longer Works and Additional Reading Practice

Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions

Courses
(Foundational Reading, AP 

College Board, and more)

Social Studies

Science

Math

Assessments (Benchmarks 3-12) and Assessment 
Practice (ACT/SAT 6-11) 



Adopted by States Across the US
Oregon · Utah · New Mexico · Texas · Ohio · Florida

Highest scoring 6-12 
Curriculum



Two Years of Reading Growth (Controlled Study)
An evaluation of 26 ed tech products showed ThinkCERCA helped 
students achieve an extra year’s worth of growth in one school year.

102 schools with 
diverse 
demographics

1.5 - 2.5 expected 
years of growth on 
NWEA MAP test

Equivalent to 
closing the 
achievement gap 
by 246% for low- 
income students

4 times more 
growth than the 
next product in 
the study

Relevance

Conclusion

+24%

+24%

Coherence +19%

Language +24%

Conventions +24%

Positive Impact at Scale (Third-Party Study)
In a study of 102 schools, ThinkCERCA students across grades 3-8 
outperformed their peers nationally on the NWEA MAP test.

Significant Writing Gains (Controlled Study)
A Gates Foundation-sponsored study showed gains in student writing scores 
were positive across all writing aspects and statistically significant for five of 
the six aspects. Students saw positive results in as little as eight weeks.

Get Results
Proven to help students achieve reading and writing growth per year.

Positive PSAT Impact
On the EBRW section of the PSAT, students in the ThinkCERCA condition achieved an AP 
Potential score of 52% (i.e., the probability of scoring ≥ 3 on the AP Exam) versus 32% 
probability. Pilot user group had a 95.5% net promoter score of the ThinkCERCA product. 32% 52%



+28.4%

+32.7%

+30.2%

+39.6%

+26.5%

Clark County School District SY24-25 Rubric Scores
Percentage of students scoring 3-5 on BOY and EOY assessments

Increased grade level proficiency for 4900+ students!



ACT/SAT Prep
Quarterly Practice for Grades 6-11



Students Celebrate Progress!



Next Steps:
✅ Check your email today for your 
“Magic Link”

✅ Create your free account and share the 
“Magic Link” with 4 AP Teachers you 
know

✅ Book a ThinkCERCA demo to learn 
more about how ThinkCERCA can support 
vertical planning to prepare students for 
AP courses


